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incidentally in detached despatches and advices from India, I
think it maybe useful to lay before you, in a more regular and
connected form, a view of this most material and (in my judg-
ment) formidable branch of the system to which you have
directed my attention. In this letter, I shall endeavour to reca-
pitulate the most important facts stated by Major Rirkpatrick,
adding such observations as have occurred to me upon them, in
the hope of receiving from you at an early period, your instruc-
tions upon such points as the materials before you can enable
you to determine.

It appears that the Nizam had recently at different periods
retained in his service, exclusive of our detachment, three dis-
tinct corps of Sepoys under the command of European or
American officers: one commanded by a Frenchman of the name
of Eaymond, another by an American of the name of Boyd,
and a third by an Irishman of the name of Finglass, for some
time a quarter-master in the 19th Eegiment of Dragoons.

The corps of Boyd and Finglass were taken into the service
of the Nizam during the residence of Azeem-ool-Oomrah at
Poona, at the suggestion of our Eesident at that court, acting
under the sanction of the Government of Bengal. This mea-
sure was taken by our Eesident and by that government princi-
pally with a view of forming a counterpoise to the corps of
Eaymond. Boyd's corps consisted of about 1800 men, it is no
longer in the service of the Nizam, and has probably passed into
that of the Maiirattas. Finglass* corps still remains at Hydera-
bad, but consists of only one battalion of about 800 men. Both
these corps appeared to be well affected to our interests, as may
be judged by their willingness to assist our detachment in re-
pelling an expected attack from the corps of Eaymond. The
corps of Eaymond had been in the service of the Nizam before
the last war with Tippoo-Sooltan, and in 1792 its strength was
not more tha& 1500 men at the highest estimation. At the
battle of Khurdlah in 1795 its strength amounted to no less
than 11,000 men; it no^ consists of 10,000 men, and,the order
has actually been given for augmenting it to the number of
14,000. Attached to this corps is a train of artillery of about